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MONITORING AND MEASURING THE PRIMACY OF CITIES AND URBAN REGIONS 
IN THE ARAB WORD 

(A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS OF LITERATURE REVIEW) 

Prof. Dr. Tarek Wafik          Dr. Mohammed Mahmoud Youssif        Eng. Eman Ibrahim Malkawi 

ABSTRACT 
The purpose 

 

this is research to analyze a set of literature review focusing on population concentration, 
rank-size city, and development disparity issues. hereas the research selected according to a set of criteria, 
the research main aims to monitor and analyze the phenomenon of urban primacy in a specific group of 
national urban systems from different countries, and analyzing its development through different period time 
and determine the extent of the primacy of the primate city. To achieve this aim, the study of the 
methodology included three main axes. The first axis is to identify the various concepts associated with the 
study, such as the concept of primacy, sustainable urban development, and the concept of development 
variance. The second axis depends on defining the criteria for selecting a group of literature reviews, 
analyzing them, defining their objectives, methodology, statistic and the most important results. Then the 
third axis deals with making a comparative analysis of previous studies to elicit the importance of each study 
and its indicators than contribute to measuring the phenomenon quantitatively economic, social, and urban 
implications. 
1- Professor, Urban Planning Department, Faculty of Regional and Urban Planning, Cairo University 
2 - Lecturer Urban Planning Department, Faculty of Regional and Urban Planning, Cairo University 
3- postgraduate student at Urban planning Department, Faculty of Regional and Urban Planning, Cairo University 
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The study concluded that the phenomenon must be analyzed from several dimensions economic, social, 

cultural, and political. Accordingly, a model was built for the most important indicators that contribute to the 
analysis of the phenomenon from several dimensions. 

Keywords: Urban primacy, primate cities, rank-size city, spatial development variance. 
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